
Mrs. Haffner has been working 
as a teacher for over 20 years! To 
be exact, 27 years. She first started 
in Conway Elementary. She taught 
first through fourth grade learning 
support. Also for 28 days, she taught 
8th grade learning support. That 
same year, she moved to Big Knob 
Elementary, then taught 3rd and 
4th grade learning support. She is 
now teaching 4th grade. Now, she is 
excited to say this is her 27 year of  
teaching!

One reason why Mrs. Haffner 
chose to teach at Freedom 
Elementary is she found that the 
Freedom principals have a good 
understanding. She felt at home 
before she even got hired! Some 
of  the many things she enjoys at 
Freedom Elementary is the students 
and the teachers that she gets to 

work with. Mrs. Haffner said that 
she loves coming to work and seeing 
the teachers, staff  and every student 
in the district.

Her favorite hobbies are 
watching good YouTube videos and 
binge watching Netflix series.

Her favorite show on Netflix is 
“Only Murders In The Building.” 
She also loves to spend time with 
her family. She has two kids. One 

of  them is Garrett who is 24 years 
old. She also has a daughter named 
Cassie who is 21 years old. Her 
husband is named Jeff. She also has 
two pets: a dog named Elton (named 
after Elton John), and a cat named 
Elsa. Mrs. Haffner lives in New 
Brighton.

If  she could change anything 
about the district it would be a 
newer primary building. She does 
not want to change her room. She 
loves her little room in the corner 
that she has now. She also really 
wants to move to the Middle School 
building, because of  Mrs. Clibbens. 
Mrs Clibbens encourages her by 
saying “You would love it here.”

“She has a very good sense of  
humor that middle school students 
would get better than elementary 
students,” Mrs. Wendy Clibbens 
said. Mrs.Clibbens and Mrs. Haffner 
worked together teaching fourth 
grade last year. Mrs.Clibbens moved 
back to the middle school to teach 
math and science this year. 

www.bulldogbarker.com  

The Student Newspaper of  Freedom Area Middle School
Volume 11,  Issue 4 specIal IssueFreedom, Pennsylvania

The Student Newspaper of Freedom Area Middle School

@bulldogbarker 

HannaH Metzger
grade 5

Staff Writer

Special Edition:
FACES of FREEDOM

Mrs. Haffner

For their first assignment, our new Bulldog Barker staff writers 
each chose a person in our district to feature in this special issue. 

Enjoy getting to know the Faces of Freedom. 
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Ms. Rickard, currently working 
here in the middle school as band 
director, started her career at 
Freedom in 2020 as a kindergarten 
through fourth grade music 
teacher. She had taken over from 
Mrs. Clutter, former kindergarten 
through fourth grade music teacher. 
In August of  2021, she took over 
for Mr. James, former middle and 
high school band teacher as the band 
director for the middle school and 
high school as what she is now.

“I am excited to be here and grow 
the program,” Ms. Rickard said.

Ms. Rickard, being that she is a 
former music teacher and current 
band teacher, doesn’t mean she only 
likes music. 

“I like to go kayaking, hiking, and 
paint,” Ms. Rickard said.

You might be wondering what 
made Ms.  Rickard become 
interested in playing music. Well, 

when she was younger, she had great 
music and band teachers and she 
grew to really like playing music. She 
said that she wanted to do that for 
others. 

“I like that she will help you when 
you’re stuck on something,” Gregory 
Kline, sixth grade band student, said. 

“I love working in a smaller school 
district, with the students and with 
the staff, so I get to know everyone,” 
Ms. Rickard said.

Ms. Ricci has been a teacher at 
Freedom Elementary for 18 years 
now. She is currently teaching 
fourth grade. She has also taught  
at Blackhawk. Ms. Ricci’s favorite 
subject is social studies because she 
likes to travel a lot.  She also said 
that  she is traveling to Peru this 
summer. And the crazy thing about 
Ms. Ricci is that she has traveled to 

about 28 of  the states in the United 
States but she has never been to 
Disneyland!

 Mrs Ricci said some of  her 
hobbies are swimming in her hot 
tub, playing the piano, reading, and 
watching movies. She also has two 
cats but one of  them got lost and 
now she is down to one of  her cats 
named Creamsicle, which she still 
loves to play with. Right now her cat 
Creamsicle is obsessed with salt and 
vinegar chips.

Ms. Ricci is also a very giving 
person; she will do anything for you. 
She is probably the best teacher at 
Freedom Elementary. She also has 
a very good teaching method. She 
also is a very understanding person. 
She is a very kind, sweet and smart 
person.

“Ms. Ricci is my favorite teacher 
because she is kind and sweet. She 
even teaches me my favorite subject, 
social studies. Ms. Ricci is also a very 
understanding person,” McKenna 
Kalinoski, nine year old, said about 
Ms. Ricci. 

Ms. Ricci makes learning a lot of  
fun, by doing really cool experiments 
and having a good way to connect 
with the class.
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Mrs. Trettel is the teacher for 
the subject Computer Applications. 
She has just started this year in 
Freedom, she has always wanted to 
be a teacher. 

Mrs. Trettel had always liked 
learning about computers and code, 
she learned how to do code when 
she was in school and college. “She 
really is a great teacher,” Aiden 
Forester, a student who had Mrs. 
Trettel, stated.

Mrs. Trettel worked at 
Hempfield High School in Lancaster 
for the last 17 years. She taught 
11th and 12th grade for Personal 
Financial Literacy. She went 
to Penn State College, Robert 
Morris University, and Millersville 
University.
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Mrs. Glover has been a teacher for 
26 years. She started out at Central 
Valley, then moved to Pittsburgh 
Public Schools, and then came 
to Freedom. The youngest grade 
she has ever taught is fifth grade. 
When Mrs. Glover was a kid she 
did not think about being a teacher 
but when she went to college she 
thought more about being a teacher. 

Mrs Glover likes teaching at 
Freedom because it is such a small 
school district and all the families are 
nice. In her free time she likes to go 
boating, play with her dog, and go to 
ice rinks with her son.  

“One thing I would change 
about Freedom is the standardized 
testing,” Mrs. Glover said. She 
also thinks that we should not take 
PSSA’s because of  how young we 
are. She thinks that we should start 
at eighth grade or ninth grade.  

“I like Mrs.Glover because she 

helps you  out if  you have a question 
or you are stuck on something,” Lily 
Tyler, fifth grader, says. 

“ I like how Mrs.Glover helps me 
in class and I think it is cool how she 
has her own boat,” says fifth grade 
teacher, Mrs. Clibbens. 

Mrs. Glover is such a helpful 
person for her students!

Continued on Page 4
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Mrs. Clibbens is a fifth grade 
teacher. Her favorite thing about 
school is the fact that it is in small 
groups. She has taught kindergarten 
through eighth grade and last year 
she taught fourth grade.  She wants 
the school day to start later. Her 
most memorable moments were 
when she got a grant to make a 
pond in the courtyard. One time she 
took her students to the Humane 
Society to read to dogs.  
 She has two dogs that are both one 
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COVID-19 has affected her career/
teaching in ways like, singing chorus 
with a mask, distancing when 
singing, and just everybody’s story. 
Her  favorite thing about teaching is 
the unexpectedness of  students.

 Mrs. Newman’s favorite 
hobbies are hiking and cooking, 
maybe not at the same time! Lastly, 

Mrs. Newman’s favorite music 
instruments are flute and guitar, 
when she isn’t playing piano.

“I think she is a really nice 
teacher, and she is the kind of  
teacher that knows how to work 
stuff,” Hannah Metzger, fifth grade 
student, said. 

“She is really straight forward, 
and she is adaptable to new 
conditions,” Grace Lovy, fifth grade 
student, said.

Continued froM Page 3

year old. 
“Mrs. Clibbens is very kind and 

helpful,” Katelyn VanDeCar, fifth 
grader, stated. She recently got a 
$500 grant from McDonalds for a 
school store which will be in front 
of  the gym.  
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Mrs. Tyler loves working with 
kids. She is a third grade teacher at 
the elementary school. Mrs. Tyler’s 

mother was a teacher and her father 
had a job giving presentations. She 
actually didn’t plan to be a teacher! 
She was taking a science and 
biology major, but was unhappy. 
So she started to think of  one of   
her happiest times, coaching girls 
basketball. Mrs. Tyler loved watching 
the girls learn and grow. So Mrs. 
Tyler decided to try teaching! She 
said that, “My world exploded” 
when she went to Pitt for a child 
psychology class. So she decided to 
teach elementary students.

 Mrs. Tyler has been teaching 
here at Freedom for fourteen years. 

“She is kind and cares about 
what other kids think,”  Katelyn 
VanDeCar, fifth grade, and former 
Tyler student said.   Mrs. Tyler never 
hesitates to get up in the morning 
and head straight to school. When 
asked what her favorite subject 
to teach was, she replied, “Life.” 
Mrs. Tyler loves to teach kindness 
and acceptance, and she is a living 
example of  it as well.

Mrs. Tyler loves the Wizard 
of  Oz so much. Every year here 
students watch the movie, read the 
book, and do arts and crafts to go 
along with it. Mrs. Tyler thinks this 
movie, and book, sends a great 
message. This (movie) book  is 
also one of  the reasons she started 
teaching. The iconic line, “ You had 
it in you all along my dear you just 
had to find it for yourself,” said by 
Glinda, helped Mrs Tyler to find her 
mojo. 

One of  her current students, 
Lilly Rachuba, said “She wants 
Freedom to be a little bit better.” 
So in summary, Mrs. Tyler is pretty 
great.

Mrs. Newman is the fifth 
through twelfth grade general music 
and chorus teacher. She has worked 
at Freedom Area School District for 
15 years, and she has worked as a 
teacher for 21 years. 

Mrs. Newman has one son 
named Zach and he is 10 years old. 
She also has a dog named Hugo that 
is four months old. 

Mrs. Newman graduated from 
Freedom Area School District, 
and then she started teaching here 
at Freedom. Mrs. Newman says 
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Mrs. Beth Malarik is the tech 
ed teacher for fifth through eighth 
grade. Mrs. Malarik loves working 
at Freedom and has worked at 
Freedom Middle School for four 
years. She likes that it is like a family 
here at Freedom. Mrs. Malarik loves 
her new classroom and is not ready 
for anything to change yet.

Mr. Gregg, the fifth through 
eighth grade art teacher, works in 
the advanced tech ed class with 
Mrs. Malarik. They started working 
together in the advanced tech ed 
class shortly after the school year 
started. In this class students film 
skits, news broadcasts, and also 
take turns filming, working the 
lights, editing, being on screen, and 
working the lights. Mr. Gregg likes 
having another teacher in the room, 
so he can see how other teachers 
like to teach. He also likes having 
the students talk about what skits or 

videos they want to film.
Mrs. Malarik has three older 

brothers. She has a dog named 
Puppers. She lives in New Sewickley 
Township. Before Mrs. Malarik 
became a teacher, she worked as an 
accountant for about two years at 
RSI retirement community.
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Mrs. Tina Boyd has been 
teaching  here at Freedom Area 
Middle School for 28 years. She is 
53 years old. Mrs. Boyd grew up 
here in Freedom and went to school 
here too. She got inspired to teach 
because she loves working with kids 
and enjoyed her teachers when she 
was in school. Mrs. Boyd teaches 
fifth grade ELA and social studies.

             Mrs. Boyd has two boys, 
their names are Jarrett and Brett, 
and they are in college. Mrs. Boyd 
doesn’t have any pets. Covid-19 
really affected Mrs. Boyd and she 

was having a hard time with teaching 
mostly reading because she had 
trouble transferring the reading 
books to her students at home.

Mrs. Boyd loves sports. I see her 
all the time at the football games and 
soccer games. Mrs. Boyd also loves 
to cook and teach. She is a very 
good teacher, but she does have a 
rumor that she throws chairs. I don’t  
believe that. For the little time I’ve 
had her she is very nice unless you 
are in my class and the whole class 
talks while she’s talking. That’s when 
you think she’s going to throw a 
chair. Mrs. Boyd also gives out candy 
if  your class is good!!! Mrs. Boyd is 
also Italian; she gets nicknames for 
it like “The mean Italian lady”.  Mrs 
Boyd is really fun, but she hates 
Thursdays!!!

  “I love how Mrs. Boyd works, 
but I would want to switch ELA and 
social studies because I like ELA so 
I would rather just get Social Studies 
out of  the way”. Maleea Wilson said. 

Mrs. Boyd is a very good teacher. 
She works very well with students 
and other teachers. “I love how Mrs. 
Boyd has so much humor and jokes 
around with us!’’ Maleea said.  One 
of  Mrs. Boyd’s favorite thing to do 
is teach! 

Mrs. Boyd is a great teacher and 
I’m looking forward to having her 
this year!   
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Mrs. Baker has been a part of  
Freedom for nine years! She enjoys 
working with the children, and being 
able to be around others. 

“Being able to come to work 
with everybody, and the relationships 
I’ve built with some of  them, 
It’s great to come to work!” she 
stated. If   Mrs. Baker could change 
anything about her job, she wishes 
they would automate the phone calls. 
Another challenge for her is being 
prepared and keeping organized.

 COVID never really affected 
Mrs. Baker. She still had to work 
while we were all at home. Though 
she works most days she loves 
to do things in her free time. She 
loves to ski, swim and do her yard 
work. Before she came to work as 
a secretary she was a stay at home 
mom, she stayed home with her 
three daughters. After she was a 
stay at home mom, she worked with 

physical therapy. If  she didn’t work 
here she would work at a doctor’s 
office. 

One of  Mrs. Baker’s coworkers 
is Mrs. Bohn, they are a great pair 
and work great together to help the 
students. 

“Mrs. Baker is great! She teaches 
me a lot, and is very patient. I think 
we work amazing together!” Mrs. 
Bohn said. Overall, Mrs. Baker loves 
her job, and is an amazing secretary 
to have around students.

Introducing Mrs. Susan Camp!  
She is kind, silly, and a fun first 
grade teacher! Mrs. Camp taught for 
five years in North Carolina, and 
has been teaching  21 years total in 
Freedom. She has taught first grade, 
second grade, fourth grade, fifth 
grade, and has had the role of  gifted 
coordinator, which is Mrs. Miller’s 
job right now. 

“One of  the reasons I like 
Freedom is that I love the students 
and families,” Camp said. “One 
of  my favorite subjects to teach 
is science.” Mrs. Camp’s hobbies 
include oil painting, hiking, being 
with family and friends, and just 
being silly!  

As everyone knows, COVID-19 
has affected us all.

 “One of  the reasons COVID 
has affected my teaching is 
cooperative learning. Kids are not 
able to do work with me and other 
groups because we were online and 
they had to do things themselves at 
home without me guiding them on 
how to do what they needed to do,” 
Camp stated.

Mrs. Camp loves her job and 
her friends working with her! “What 
I like about Mrs. Camp is that she 
is creative. She makes cool plans 
and ideas. She is very supportive 
and a very good friend,” Mrs. 
Amy DeChellis, first grade teacher 
said. “She is like a team player. If  
someone else has an idea, she goes 
right along with it.” 

“How I would describe Mrs. 
Camp is super creative and artistic, 
energetic and fun. When she moved 
into the first grade, we were both 
new to the grade and it was nice to 
have someone starting a grade at 
the same time as me so we worked 
through it together,” Mrs. DeChellis 
stated.

We can all agree that Mrs. Camp 
is an awesome first grade teacher!
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Miss Champine is a new teacher at 
Freedom Area Elementary School. 
Mrs. Champine says, “I love to 
see the kids grow and the days are 
really exciting. I like how they grow 
and see what they can do at the 
beginning and see what they have 
learned at the end of  the year.”

Miss Champine works in the 
elementary and this is her first 
year here teaching. She does not 
have any kids but she has an older 
sister. She likes to read and listen to 
audiobooks and watch TV, and take 
walks with her family. She taught for 
three years in Michigan, first grade 
for those three years. She just moved 
to Robinson Township, so it’s not 
too close. She knew she wanted to 
be a teacher since first grade. She 
thought it looked like such a good 
job. 

“Freedom is such a good school 
and the teachers really care about 
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you guys and even though this year 
is tough just power through it and 
we will make it together.” She grew 
up in Moon Township.

“She has been a wonderful 
addition and she shares great ideas. 
She is very kind hearted and I 
appreciate her creativity. She has new 
ideas and shares what she has done 
before. She has a calm presence and 
fresh ideas. She is a knowledgeable 
person,” Mrs. VanDeCar, 
kindergarten teacher, said. 

Mrs. Emes and Mr. Eric are 
two new teachers this year in the 
Freedom Area Elementary School. 
They are both Autistic Support 
Teachers, and they work with 
students in grades K-fourth. Mrs. 
Emes’ hobbies include running, 
reading, and shopping. Mr. Eric’s 
hobbies include playing video games 

Brianne Casto is in seventh 
grade at Freedom Middle School. 
She has two cats and a guinea pig. 
Brianne said she has a guinea pig 
so she has a pet to take care of, and 
grow responsibility. 

She is in chorus, soccer, 
volleyball, and basketball. Brianne 
has played soccer since she was 3! 
She enjoys playing defense. Her 
favorite sport is soccer. Brianne is 
14. She says COVID-19 has affected 
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the chorus because it is hard to sing 
as one or together.

 Brianne enjoys middle school 
better than elementary school. Her 
favorite grade was fourth grade. She 
also likes to sing by herself. Brianne 
also likes Billie Eilish. She has a little 
sister Brynleigh and a little brother 
Brett. 

“Brianne is really fun to play 
with,” Brynleigh kindergarten 
student said. Brianne works hard 
in soccer. Her inspiration is Alex 
Morgan.

Continued on Page 8 
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Addison Stumpf  and Lucia 
Haney are in third grade. They met 
in first grade and have been friends 
ever since. Lucia and Addison each 
have an older sister and several pets. 
They are eight years old and will be 
turning nine this year.  Addison and 
Lucia are having a lot of  fun in third 
grade. “My favorite part about third 
grade is my teacher, Mr. Delong,” 
Addison said.

   Addison has three dogs, a 
husky dalmatian named Izzy, and 
two beagles. One is named Zetor 
and one is named Abby. 

“Out of  all the dogs Abby is 
my favorite because she is cuddly,” 
Addison said. She also has 20 
chickens and a family horse. Outside 
of  school she loves to do karate and 
draw. Some of  her other favorite 

things include playing outside, 
hanging out with Lucia, and running 
around with her dogs. 

Lucia has two pets, a dog named 
Ricco and a frog named Tulip. Lucia 
loves to do judo and play with her 
dog. She has an older sister named 
Stella who is a writer on the Bulldog 
Barker staff. Lucia also likes to 
draw and hang out with her friends, 
especially Addison.

Last year Addison and Lucia 
decided to teach the school about 
recycling. They made a presentation 
and showed it to several classes in 
the elementary school. They also 
showed their presentation to two 
middle school classes. 

“I was a little bit nervous to 
present to middle school classes 
because the kids are older than me,” 
Addsion stated.  They were really 
excited to show how recycling can 
help the Earth. 

“The only bad part about 
presenting to different classes is that 
the classrooms are hard to find,” 
Lucia said. 

Mr. Delong, third grade teacher, 
said that, “They consistently have 
positive attitudes in class and around 
the building, even if  something 
doesn’t work out in their favor. They 
are able to work through problems 
and come up with solutions on 
the playground and in a classroom 
setting.” 

Addison and Lucia are very 
good students and they both get 
good grades. They also love school. 
Addison and Lucia are always very 
excited to come to school every 
morning and learn something new. 

and petting his cats, Mr. Bitey and 
Karma. Mrs. Emes has two dogs, 
Khi and Nala. Mr. Eric and Mrs. 
Emes are a team working in the 
same room and they work with the 
same kids.  

 Mr. Capehart, who is Freedom 
Area Elementary’s Principal said, 
“Mr. Eric and Mrs. Emes are great 
teachers, even though it’s their first 
year.” Mr. Capehart included that 
“the class that Mr. Eric and Mrs. 
Emes are in now,was made over the 
summer, so the students that Mr. 
Eric and Mrs. Emes now have an 
opportunity to get more help in their 
academics.

 Mrs. Shultz, who is one of  the 
fourth grade teachers, said,“Mrs. 
Emes and Mr. Eric are both great 
handlers, and are both supportive 
and helpful to their kids” Mrs. Shultz 
has a student in her class that is also 
in Mr. Eric and Mrs. Emes class.

“Their room is a quiet and free 
minded room for the students have  
a place to focus,” Mrs. Shultz said.

Continued froM Page 7


